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,f this institution in the capacity of Consultant int 
Ethnology·. An outstanding authority on the Plains: 

?r Powell"s primary fields of study are the history : 
of the Cheyenne tribe. • 
spring and summer he has been doing research • 
tribe in the Southwest Museum librarv delving i 

ito the George B. Grinnell papers. His m~st recent , 
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life and art. • 1 
? he was a priest in charge of St. Timothy's Churcb:s 
·om 1953 to 1961. that Father Powell began work! 
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·i hutor to the pages of THE MASTERKEY. . r. 
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:ept . Mondays and ~ertain holidays. Your support ·: 
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THE LUISENO CREATION MYTH 

By H. W. HENSHAW1 

[The myth told by the Luisef10 Indians of their ongm 
has been recorded and published a number of times. T. T. 
1\"atl'rman' and R. C. \\'bite' have discussed in detail the 
,·arian t versions of this myth. Pro,·ided below is still another 
varinnt of the tale which was recorded by H enry ,v. Hcn­
,h:,w l!l I S8+ during the period hea was in southern Cali­
for,: i~ colleacting YOcabularies which :>rovi<led material for 
the Powell classification of linguistic' families of America 
north of Mexico, later published (1891) in the Seventh 
Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology. 

Henshaw's recording differs from others in the n ames of 
the deities im:olved, but these are usually sufficiently 'simi­
lar to recogm2.e them as phonetic ,·ariants. In a few in­
~tances I have inserted in brackets the more usual render­
ings of names . l_Ienshaw identified the coyote as the wolf, 
and I have substituted the correct word in his text. Editor.] 
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I.7 E-\Y!SH-A-TA-',nSH [Kn'ISH Ar.a\KVISH] created the 
:\. hl'a\'ens and the earth. T he heavens, Too-pash, 

nnd the earth, Tai-mai-ya-vvurt became the parents of 
the uni\'erse. The heavens he~ring the voice of the 
etrth inquired, "vVho are you?" He could not see, for 
\

1en all was darkness. T ai-mai-ya-vvurt replied, "I am 
1 

ie l'arth. VVho are you?" Too-pash answered, "I am 

1 l"J<1rd hr R hr F · L-. /-+ (',II{) t:"' 
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the heavens," and h e clnsped her h,ind saying: "You nre 
my sister." He nftcrwards plnced his hand upon her 
head, and from this touch the vir~in earth trembled 
nnd became the mother of all celestial and terrestrial 
creation. 

\Vhcn Tni-mai-ya-wurt told Too-pash she was ·witl1 
child, he dcclnred he would des troy her; both were in­
nocent, however, of th e actual condition. She inquired, 
""·ith what weapon will you kill me?" He replied, ''\-vith 
my pipe." They both had long tubuh1r s tone pipes. The 
name of the heaven's pipe was Ha-ho!, and tha t of the 
earth's Tamedol. Again the heavens spoke and said, 
"No, I will not slay you with my pipe. I will do it with 
darkness." The earth replied, "Yriu cannot" kill me with 
darkness, for I will defend m yself witl1 light." The ·, 
condition of the enrth became m ore and more manifest. 
\\' hen the hour for birth approached, the heavens tolrl 
the earth to sit down, and h e commanded the presen ce 
of the four \\"inds, Tulawanowut, and ,-vith them tie<l 
the bodv of the earth around uncl er her nrms, anrl blew 
into hei· nostrils the breath of life. The heaven s gave 
the cn1·t h two s ticks. which were held u pright by the 
winds bnck of her shoulders. One of which she h eld in 
each hand, hy throwing the elbows up nnd the hands 
bark. The n nm e of these sticks is Na-hut. Thus the 
custom which prevails among these Indians to take a ' 
, itting position during the las t moments of ges ta tion, 
throwing the ir han rls over their shoulder s, and grasp-
ing sticks firmly planted in the ground, comes direct 
tn the m from their Genesis. 

Tai-mai-ya-wurt said, "I cannot tell what is going 
to h appen. " The heavens really did not understand 
l'ither , a11c1 he said "Wait and we will sec." The first 
born \\"ere twins (male). Their names were Si-bat an<l 
P nrhiot f Pnviut); the next born were also t,-vins (fe­
males), Ooshla nnd Pikla; the nex t w as Sa-ho-bit. The 
mother quickly drew him around, nncl hid him by her 
side that none might see him. In the beginning the off­
springs of the earth were human beings; they nftcr­
\\"ard ,; nss11111cd ntlte r forms. The firs t two born bccnmc 
the large stonl' -knifc allachccl to n recd shaft; the n ext 
l\\"O hccamc th!' wild rose and the blackberry, and the 
th in l. Sa-Ito-hit. became th e rattlesnake. 

('Vhcn n rattlesnnke is found in or nenr a hut he is 
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received as the god Sa-ho-bit· tl1c snake is cn11ght in a 
bnskct and a ceremony is held over it, when grai~ and 
other food, goods, and silver arc cast 11110 the fire as 
offerings to Sn-ho-bit, for he is nn angry god nnd mmt 
he appeased. These Indians asser). tha t the ralllemakc 
wns prominent in ceremonies wt1cn th«' snakrs w ere 
held in the hands, and wrapped nrn1111<l th e tlt ront. ~ml 
·all deny any knowledge of the rat tlesnake e_vcr hemg 
held in the mouth, which custom now pr<'Yail~ itlltong 
the Mok is of Arizona). 

After the birth of all the childre n. Sa -ho-hit was so 
hndly treated by them that he fina lly went to !tis moth­
er and told her he must go away somcwl1 Prr•. for he 
could no longer endure the treatment of hi s l!rothr.rs 
anrl sisters; the stars especially stam pe<l u pon l11m, ancl 
would catch nnd toss him up into the ,1i r and even 
spit upon him and cast urine upon him. The motlier 
rnrth replied, "No m y child, yot t 111ml 11ol leave u s. 
I will prov idc you w ith a i:iten ns_ tu prnt l'rt your­
self," and she gathe red certam po1,onou~ ltr•1·l,~ anrl 
filled his jaws with them. "Now" sa id sllf'. "wl1cn 
any onP. abuses you, protect y0t11•,f'lf w;11, 1l1 i, \ Vl1<'.n 
you bite nny one, the winds will blow._ lt;,11l \\"I ll 

come hot, and then the one you bite \Yt ll 1lie. :'Vh~n 
one of the children a fterwards abused Sa -'10-b1t (no 
one hut the m oth er knew of th e poison he 110w car­
ried in l1is jnw) by throwing ltim 11p i11 th e air Sa ­
ito-hit bit hi m on the hand , and the nrm wa s ever after­
wards dra,,111 u p sh orter than th r. ot l10r. T h" na_mc of 
this child is Tukmr;shwut, and hP c;111 lw ~r-p11 111 the 
constella tion "Great nea r", conm1only rnllr'd the "Dip­
per", the harnllc of which is tl1c nfflict<'d a rn1. 

After the birth of Sa- ho-hit the sun wa, horn, then 
the moon was horn, and all the s tnrs, a ll a 11im,1h, hirrls. 
plants and rocks· nt that time nll things \\"hi rlt nrc nnw 
a11imn'te nnd ina~imatc were huma n hl'i11g,. Aftrr the 
birth of all these the father Too-pn sh nlilde the sens 
and rivers for hnt.hing plnces for al l the r-ltildrP.n , so 
the heavens cal lt-d nil the children tog0.1hr:r a nrl tolrl 
them he intcndecl to send the s1111 up nlmv0 thn t. he 
llligh t wa tch over ,md care for· a 11 the ,,·,,rid . Tfo t lt 011 
called the fo11r winds tog<: lhcr nnrl orrlerccl th0m to hlnw 
the sun far nhovc. They ltacl to lm:,1tlH! l1anl tr, the 
north. cast, south, a nd wes t bcfon: they c01il ,I st.art the 
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s1111 11p, f11r tl1c hean•ns wishe<l him lo be well started 
tha t lie lllighl gu very fnr off, sons not to be too wa~ 
for 1111• ·1 l1ild rc 11 , a 11Ll n pwar<l the sun traveled, _until 
he wa, fa r a,Yay. The heavrns then made a village 
" ·her r. all lhl' r hildr!'11 rould li ve w hen mother eartJ1 
tunk i11lo tlie pa l111 of her han~ some very_ fine san~ 
and sai<l. "This is wl1a t you w ill have lo li ve upon. 
Nu\\" tlial Lli c ~1n1 ,,·i1~ ~o for nbuvc>. he shed his light 
1q 11,11 th,· ,,<,ri d and c.brk11ess 110 lo11ger prcYai led. The 
fir~I lighl w,h li ke Ilic r.arly <lay; the heav~ns called 
the, illagc Eli-h11-ba -lc-111c-ko, eh-hu-ba m eamng sand~, 
a nd 1c-111c-ko, sunri~e. Tlte Luisr.iios alwnys call tlns 
Yi lla11c Tl'-lll<'-ko and they locate this spot [Temecula] 
as ti~ place of tl ;ci r or igi na l Tc-mc-ko, a!1d their sac!ed 
localilic .. , lake,. c lc. arc in the surrounding m OUJ?-~ms. 
Aft1•r 1111· villag<i Wi1, llladc an<l named, the sp1nt ol 
the 1?.t r lh ldl lier l," d y and ascended lo the h eavens. 

A fa rnril1! ha1hi11g i",lacr. for the s lar children was _a 
la kr. Tlic niou11 VVlll'y,,l I Kiyot or Ouiot] after ~1s 

hr111hf'I'. tlw sun, was· Sl' lll above, became the special 
guanli,in of his celestiill brol.11ers and sisters. The stars 
\\'Ot1lcl oflc>n bathe in this lake, so the moon concluded 
to have a n eye on thclll and see w h a t they did. 1:JJ?On 
reaching tlw lake, he discovered a woman hiding 
a mong,t th e gr,h s on the banks. She was l~ere to bathe, 
hut did 1wl " ·ish the 111ou 1; ~o sec her. She fmally leaped 
inlo the water but wa~ 11nt quite quick enough , and 
tlie 11100 11 , srl' i11 g her , thought w ha t n beautiful woman, 
for ~h c "'"5 clo1hc1l i11 111a11y hca111iful colors, but she 
has 110 ~hnpc, she is tou thin, and has no hips; h ow 
<; tra11gP for a ,,·1min11 to h ave 110 foni:i , The woman 
,,·ho was the hurne(l-loa<l unders tood his thoughts, for 
shr wn, a witch, iiiicl she liccam cvcry angry-and con· 
suited 1hr. walcr -sn akc•s, lhc goplw rs, and moles, as to 
,Ylwl sh e sh uul<l do to the moon for the bad thoughts 
lie haJ 011tertni nc<l of l lC'i-. They concluded lo kill tJ1e 
1110011. so they bewitched l1im an<l made h_i~ very sick. 
Then \\'is- kon , t11c hcdgl•-hog, the good spmt, appeared 
a111l askccl th e 1110011 "whnt is the maller?" Wis-kon 
•.·:;:~ 1:~! ,! wi 1d1, but lie kn ew lh<' thoughts of all men. 
I Jc call r d P11q ,oy, the cl1apa1T,tl -rock, ;ill(l said "Lool 
;n 1111· ,,,.,,. _-, 1t! ,~ 11:1y ~,..,;..; ill.! is dying." Puypoy 
a fter examining the 1110011 dain1ed that he could nol 
te ll what was the matter, he did not know, and he 
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flapped his wings and flew away. Wis-kon then called 
Tcha-lak-tke. the horned- toad. T cha-lak-tke donned 
her crown a nd went to sec the m oon, she sucked blood 
from him, looked nl it and told Wis-kon the m oon could 
not live. The sm a ll hawk, Ma-what-la, said, "Nobody • 
knows anything abou t tJ1is m an , he cannot live." He 
then went a\\'ay a nd re turned with his brother \Vah­
<i-mal, the ,Yli itc-tai led hawk, who was a great witch. 
\Yah-si-mnl \\'Cnt firs t among tJ1c ci·owd that encircled 
the 1110011 ( they were crying because the moon was 
dying) and looked well into each face. He then knelt 
hy the moon and pul his hand upon him, and as· h e 
!ouched the 1110011 he cl rew forth blood; when h e looked 
at this blood he sa id "The moon will d ie today, because 
he is bewi tched." T he 11100 11 then sa id to his people, 
"Tnke me to the north to T o-moi-mck," where he made 
hot springs and a 11 is. Ile bal hcil m Ute wa ters, an d cov­
ered his hody with t_hc ants. but this <lid n ot cure 
him, nn1l lie was c,11Ticd hnck lo Te-mc-ko, and he re­
quested to be lnkcn lo the cas l, Q~ k, where h e made 
hot spring and ants and lricd them, but he became no 
better and again he re turned to Te-me-ko. He was then 
cnrried to the south, Ki-chi-mck, where he made hot 
springs and ants,bl1l he was not improved, and he re­
turned lo Tc-mc-ko; when he requcsJ.ed ' ·to be carried 
lo the ~ ~,.~ -IUfk, nll(l there ·h e made hot springs 
an<l a111s an<l tr ied the remedy, but he got no better, 
nml he returned to T c-mc-ko, with life almost extinct. 
The moon was surrounded by all his family, who wept 
hillerly. vVis-knn discovered the coyote licking the body 
of lhe 111ou11, and the ·flies crawling over it; he said: 
'.'These people ore 11ot doing right, we must make them 
~o away." The coyote and the flies kept up a continual 
\\'erping, hut for appeara nce only, for in their hea rts 
11.ry rejoiced that the m oon was so near dead. After 
they were compelled to lenvc, their weeping could be 
henrd for some ti111c, but in their hearts they were 
rrjoicing. The moon requested to see J e-he-mcl, the 
morning lark. Upon his appearing the m oon said, "My 
son7'"am going to die, but in three days I will a ppear 
ngain up there ( pointing lo the h eavens and toward the 
east) but clo not tell this Lo anyone. Keep it lo your self 
un til the third day; then you may tell everyone so all 

, will know when I appear. I will die in Tas-~ al; 
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if n ot. ._ tl11•11 I will di <· i11 So-rnoi-mnl. (This having ref­
l'rcncc to the lunnr l'e riods) . After the first named Tas-
11111i-111,il. ro111es 1l1c sr concl T ow-110-mal, then Tow­
, 1111e-111;1I. T n-bok-111a l. Nn-he~-mal, Pa-hoL-mal, Ne-
11\llNll,il . the C'';'gl';th bPing So-111,9.i-mal. In So-moi-mal, 
1lieciHl1tli pe riod. 11 ,r 1110011 <lied. Before his de_ath h_e .,,_ 
111;1111' a circl r- by p1111i11g out his nrn1s and clasping his 
li;i1uk 111c;i11i11g ~rn11r will <lie ancl others will come 
l,11t tltr " ·odd w ill a l\\'a )'S he. The coyote ;in<l the flies 
liq1•11c•d lo ,ill tltc 1110,;11 snicl to the lark. After the 
death of tli r 1110011 i \' is-ko11 cnllc<l a ll the people to­
µrtlu·r and , ,1 id : '·Our filtlt er is dc.1d, whnt will ·we ~o 
11m"?" Tlir , · a ll .1g rc0d to h11rn the body, but they did 
11 11 t \\'i, h t~i'" c11yo lc rrP~P11t. vVis-kon sent him north to 
r, ht ,1i11 fin: "'i ll, w hich In burn tlte body of the moon. 
Tl,c co_n,le 1•rl'l<•111l1•cl lo nbey, but in fact went only 
a little cli ~tancc off. He was careful not to go out of 
hcaring. for he w isl1c<l tu lc.1rn what they were going 
to do. I le s1 1s pl'C·trcl th;it he had been sent after the 
fin~ on ly to he dis p<M'<l of, so h e hastened back and de­
rlarccl he rn1ild find 1H1 fir0. He was then sent to the .:< 
<',1, t 011 1hP , a111ri c•1-ra111I. b11t he did as before, only .. 
hiding and n•,q•pc•a1·i11 J:! saying he cou ld n ot get ;iny fire, 
\\'hPn hP \\' ii ~ onl<'n·d 111 I he so11 th on the same errand 
f11r thP\' w,•rr- .111xio1 h lo hurn the body, nnd wished 
1,, I,,. rirl of 1lw wolf. J\,:r1in he returned without fire, 
, ay i11~ h0 c 01ild fi11d none. Wis-kon then sen! hi_m west , 
\\' ith i11s1nirtio11~ to conli1111e the search unlll fll"e· was ,, 
fo111ul. AftC'r thc coyolc departrd , Wis-kon said he -~ 
\\'lluld lws t<' ll a11d lni rn the body of the m oon while 
tlte ro\·o te " ·,1s WHH!. A tren ch was dug, over which , .... . 
wood '"ns pil ed high . wl1e11 the m oon was lnid upon 
1his pn<' ll\· tllC' ml. "\\'is-kon cnllcd upon the hum-
111i11g-i1ircl 1,i light 111<• mJ11d wi th the fire plume_s ;iround 
hi ~ Jll'rk. and said all the people must encircle the 
rnoon , o thal \\' hP11 1lw rnyolc r eturns he cannot see 
the body. Tiu• pcuplr forn1cd into three concentric cir­
cle's nro1111d thl' IIIOIII L The coyote seeing tJ1e sm oke ' 
hmriC'cl hack. h11t befo re his r e turn the body of the 
m o,m " ·n, h;id h · r harre<l , but the hcnrt wns intact. The 
n,\·01 , Pxcl.ii111;,c1 as he approncl1ed: "vVhat have you 
cln.n e ,Yith 111:,- filthrr? You se nt me away because you . 
"'ishccl to burn hi 111. " I Jc pretended to weep, but he ~ 
wa tch c·<l the people clus<ily, nnd whe n he saw his op-
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portunity jwnpcd through the crowd a nd caught tJ1e 
heart of the m oon in his mouth a nd bore it nwily. All 
the people has tened a fte r him with s ticks, but they 
could no l O\'Crtakc him, a nd he swallowed the h eart of 
the 1110011 . The cbnn-cd body of the moon was covered 
over where it lay. The toes a nd finger joints were 
plnced in a vase.a nd buried. 

Tlte t11ir<l m orning a fter the d0;itl1 of the m oon the 
lark fl ew high in tl1c heave11s, crying out, " The moon, 
my father, is coming", but ;ill the people refused to be­
lie\'e hint. They sai<l "How can a man who has been 
hurnt com e back?", and the peopl e declared tl1cy must 
sec lo believe. Later the m oon ;i rose in tl1e h eavens. 
\Yis-ko11 then ca lle<l the s tars, rocks, shrubbery, birds 
a11d anima ls together and sa id : ." I E,ruess we mus t die 
now, we can live no longer." Nu-kul-ish (Jupiter) ap­
peared in the heavens. The bilClger said, "vVell, I am 
willing to die" , nnd the buzzard joined with him saying 
he would die with the utfici·s. Nu-kul-ish tJ1en said to 
the others " You mus t n ot <lie with the badger and the 
b111.zard, for 1hey belong to those who bewitched the 
moo11 and killc<l him." The children then declared they 
\\'ould noL cl ic if these wi tchcs wc:_re going to die with 
them. T he st;irs snid "\'Ve will go up to tl1c heavens." 
T he rocks decided to s lay w ith the e;irth, and ;ill the 
nnimals ;i nd hinls n11CI shrubbery concluded to r emain 
with the rocks. The badger declared he would go lower, 
down into the c;irth . T hen Nu-kul -ish ngain spoke, ad­
dress i11g the b;idgcr, t'You will not be happy no matter 
where _you go. You will nlwnys be troubl~ome to peo­
ple." The buzznrd clrcidecl to r emain on the earth ;ind 
the c;igle s;iicl, " I ,viii live foreve1· like my m other, 1he 
rnrth," nncl tlw <•aglti said, " I wi ll live forever like my 
molhPr, the c;irth, n11d every ye;i r I w ill multiply , so 
the children of Lhc ea rth m ay celebrate cercrnoninls 
with my young." 

In commem ora tion of the burning of the moon tJ1esc 
Inclians holcl· secret annual cercmoni;ils in obscure lo­
calities in the m ountai11s'·.wherc the dead arc burned 
in effigy, in which cere mony a young eagle plays a 
conspicuous pnrl. IL was not until these people llild suf­
frre<l 111a 11y punishments nt tJ1c h;imls of the Christian 
prirsthood tha L they refrained from the ancient custom 
of crc:n;i ling their <lP,nl , ill which time the toe ;ind 
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finger join ts were plnced in vn~es and all-night cere- , • 
mon ia ls were held, after wliich the vase was buried. 

HISTORICAL GROUP HONORS W . W . ROBINSON 
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t' 
:\ hrn111if11ll)· r ni:rn,·rcl :\wnrd of l\ l r ,;t wns recrn tly g iven ,~ i 

\\' illia m \\' 1lcn'( l\nbin;c,11. wl'll -kno," 1 SCl11thrrn Cnlifornin nutho, l 
.111,l hi ; tc,r in n :111tl lon !!•ti111e trustee o f the Sou thwest l\ l uscum. 1· 
1-,· th,• :\ mrric:111 :\ <-Clcintion for S tnte nlltl Local ll istorr for hi, 
··,•11 t ,1n11cl in,: cc,ntrib11 t ic,n to lorn! his ton ·.'' A s seen in thr nccom 
p,rn,· i11!! ph

0

CllO!!rnph . 1hr awnrd WilS prcsrn tc<l lo .. ,v. ,,v." (lr fll 
nt the April 12 th rlinnl'r meeting of 1hr L m A.n i:l'lcs Corrnl of 
The \\'r<1t•n1ers by Dr. Cnrl S. D e nt,.rl , Di rec to r of the South 
wr<t l\l 11sr11111. Photogrnph is by Iron Eyes Cody. 

HOMESTEADS IN ALASKA 
A l111rra11 o f lnrli:im Affni rs tnsk forrr. in S:irra111C'IIIO, Cnlif. 

prnr .. s,rrl mo re th:i n 5.000 :ipplica t ions for Eski mo, !11Jin11, n,d 
:\l,•111 ho nu•, ll·atl, in A lnskn in nn c ii:h t-wrrk period rncli ni: Arni 
'.! I. npprox1111atrly ~U times the num hc• r of h o111l'stcnd nppl icntinn, • 
ihc- Tlureau lrnnoll cd III the prev io11 s GG Y,'ilrs. r-_ ::· 
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NORTH AMERICAN INDIAN 
BAND ENDOGAMY 

Opposition to a Modular Concept 

By J o 1-1N JAcoo 
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0 1.0 F.TJ1 Nor.oc1c T II EOnY, aprare111ly . dies hnnl. 
Occasio11ally " new" concepts ,md idcns emerge 

ou t of an ou tmoded et l111ologic tnpestr_v, \YC'aving a 
complex web of terminology nnd "da ta" in to a reorder ­
ing of the origi na I mn teria I. 

It is clear th at 11 0 one modf' I of a sociC' tY rn 11 come 
lo represf'nt nny society unin:-rsally. At tf1is point in 
th l' development of nnthropolog ical thf'nry. lwweYC'r. 
rrrtain aspects of old idras have bern rnpplnntecl by· 
nrw ideas based 0 11 gren tl.'r , rxlcndecl fi rldwork . lt 
rn111rs as n slight shock, 1hercforc, when 011r rliscovl.'rs 
1ho1t a morlulnr co11cl.'pt presu111 rd long cfoproYen still 
r;trries weight in the anth ropological li ternture and is 
still being expounded in the universit ies. 

The part icular concept refcn-cd to is the belief thnt 
('Xognmy typifies the '" ,·mgr. hunting and ga thering 
hand. As long ago ns 1876 J. F. McLennan, in his 
Studies In Ancient History, suggf'sted thnt exof.(nmous 
marr!ilge is "a most widely prevai ling prinr iple of 
marriage law a111011g- primiliYc races" (Tylor in K.roe­
ll!'r & Wi!ten nan l fH0: '1·G7 ) . ]11 1930 Tylor ~till ng-rcerl 
with '.\TrLenna11's ot1trnocled theory. in s·pil e of the-pnb­
lirntion in 1889 of C. N. Stilrckc's rcfutalion of l\lr-
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