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Map 1. Native American Settlements and Territory in Western San Diego (Ca.1878) 
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ESSELEN 

LINGUISTIC GROUPS AND FAMILIES 
CALIFORNIA INDIANS BY STOCKS AND TRIBES 

GROUP 
HOKAN 

PENUTIAN 

ALGONKIAN 
SHOSHONEAN 
ATHA PA SCAN 
LUTUAMIAN 
YUKIAN 

SAN DIEGO 
AMERICAN INDIAN 

HEALTH CENTER 

2561 1ST AVENUE SAN DIEGO, CA 92103 
(619) 234-2158 

FAMILY 
KAROK, SHASTAN, YANA, 
WASHO, POMO, ESSELEN, 
SALINAN, CHUMASH, YUMAN 
WINTUN, MAIDU, MIWOK, 
YOKUTS CONSTANOAN 
YUROK, WIYOT 
SHOSHONEAN 
ATHAPASCAN 
LUTIAMI 
YUKI 
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LINGUISTIC GROUPS AND FAMILIES 
CALIFORNIA INDIANS BY STOCKS AND TRIBES 
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FAMILY (20) 
KAROK, SHASTAN., YANA, 
WASHO, POMO, ESSELEN, 
SALINAN, CHUMASH, YUMAN 
WINTUN, MAIDU, MIWOK, 
YOKUTS CONSTANOAN 
YUROK.1 WIYOT 
SHOSHONEAN 
ATHAPASCAN 
LUTIAMI 
YUKI 



September 24, 1991 

Ms Louise Robbin 
607 Burn Ave 
Aptos, California 95003 

RE: Mission Period; "A Television Documentary" 

Ms Robbin: 
. 

In behalf of the Native American Indian and other 
individuals, I sincerely support a "Mission Period" 
documentary that portrays the truth from all sides. 

concerned 
television 

The intrusion of foreign people, cultures, and the impact of the 
settlers into this country was the beginning of the destruction 
of a peaceful life style for the native american indian. 

To the best of our ability, all the principls and/or institutions 
must be given an equal opportunity to voice their opinions and 
concerns as to how the "Mission Period" impacts relate to the 
past, present, and future. 

Based on historical documentation and as to how it has effected 
the survivors, it is imperative that such documentation be 
presented in such a manner, that to the best of our knowledge is 
based on facts. It should be the intent of the documentary, not 
to formulate specific conclusions on behalf of the reader/viewer, 
but to let the individual seek their own conclusions based on 
factual and accurate information and documentation. 

I offer my full support to the project and will assist in any way 
poss i b 1 e. I am at your di spo·~a 1 for spec.'i f..i~g c,L.JJ-t.ur.a.J.. and na-t:i ve 
customs consultations. 

ELDERS: "My son, it is just a much ·my. r,~·spor.-:s·ib i 1 i ty to 
share my wisdon .• and knowJedge .. as >i't··.is for you 
to seek truth, ·w; sd~m and ·Jfnow 1 edg·e. 

The respori$ibility ~f decisions that eff~ct 
our survival lie.·on your: head~" 

Respectfully, 

('~,l/~ 

Henry Rodriguez, 
"council of Elders" 
P.O. Box 281 
Pauma Valley, Ca. 92061 
(619) 742-1326 



I.C. THINGS TO CONSIDER 

It is important to present a true picture of the way things were. 

Rather than taking pot shots at the modem priests, who feel compelled to defend 
the actions taken by their church so long ago, we should give credit to the strong­
hearted men who set out to Alta California in the 18th century. Whether or not 
we agree with their mission to "Christianize the Heathens," they were following 
their church and believed in their future. 

Too often, we forget the reality of the times, and the other possibilities that might 
have occurred if the Spaniards had not set out to miss ionize Calif omia. Many 
other countries wished to colonize the West Coast, including Russia, England and 
France. What might their impact have been? Would it necessarily have been 
better? 

It is important to remember, also, that the Padres offered a certain protection to 
the Neophytes along with the new lifestyle. Perhaps the Padres envisioned the 
future under Spanish rule, and the effects they would have on the Indians, above 
and beyond what was already happening to them. Not able to openly oppose the 
Spanish, they could only quitely protect their own place in Alta California, and 
all the inhabitants. 

The true meaning and value of the Native American life at the Missfon must be 
presented -- not the way we see it now, but the way it must have been. What was 
the real relationship between the Neophytes and the Padres? What were the 
effects of the Catholic religion of the Native Americans? What were the local 
traditions and how did they survive, if at all? What were the true cultural values 
being expressed at that time? What happened to the Mission Indians after the 
secularization of the Missions, when they were "turned loose?" And, if we can 
imagine, how did they view everything that was going on around them at the 
time? 

The most important goal, as I see it, is to educate the public as to the realities of 
the time and situation. We can only present the facts and impressions as we have 
learned them, and let the visitors to the Mission draw their own conclusions, since 
none of us were actually there. 

Events and presentations at the Mission should preserve the dignity of the Native 
American values. The Mission certainly plays a significant role in the modem 
Catholic community, and in public education of California history, which must be 
respected. Many lives are affected today by the Mission's efforts. In order to 

CMQPf Mission San Luis Rey Survey and Field Reconnaissance Report, page 10 
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reach a balance between the old and the new, the commercialism of fancy events 
that are important to support the Mission and its activities must be reconciled 
with a presentation of the true meaning of Mission Indian life. This project at 
Mission San Luis Rey is a huge and worthwhile undertaking with many players, 
but is important to present the most complete and true picture of the way things 
were. 

By Henry N. Rodriguez, Luiseno Elder, 
As told to Robins Commans 
January 12, 1991 
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