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Despite he:.idl ines about Mountain 
Empire Sc 110ol District's 
·'disenrollmenr" vf students. ec'.uca­
tion in "the real world •• district is rhriv­
mg. Twv ui -:trict eJuc:.itors rece:1tly 
received a S9.000 gt·ant to w1ite cur­
riculum about local Native Ameri­
cans - the Kumeyaay Indians. Diana 
Caldeira. C:.impo Elementary School 
teacher and Mission Federal Credit 
Union member. and fellow teacher 
Roberta Labastida originally wrote the 
curriculum for Campo· s kindergar­
ten through third graders. However. 
the project blossomed to serve the 
entire district. 
Caldeira explained that one of the 
most recent books .:.bout che Kumavaav 
was written in I 926. lt was hard LO 
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find information about the culture 
which local people. especially the chil­
dren. are losing. ··we had a strong 
interest in Kumeyaay history: it" s just 
that historv books don· t mention the 
Kumeyaay."' she said. 
Fortunate Iv. these educators are 

changing that with help from Campo 
School· s Kumeyaay students. A re­
ce n r project entailed ac4uiring 
Kumeyaay crafts for a permanent li­
brary display. Willow hark skins. a 
cradleboard. and willow granary bas­
kets are reminders rn all stuc.kms nf 
the area· s rich history and artisan 
work. Some students· parents are the 
few who know how to make the ob­
jects and an: now reaching their chil­
dren. 
Lab:.1sriJa s:.1iJ the project has den::1-
oped bet ter self-es teem for the 
Kumeyaay srnlknts \\·ho make LIP 

011e-se\·e1Hh of the district·~ enroll­
rnem. ··Kume\'aa\' kids are re:i!h· he-. . . 
corning quite proud ,>f their heritage ... 
-;he ~aid. 
. .\ sister band of the Kurne~aay. the 
Paipai. Ii,. es across the border near 
Ensenad:1 a1, d has taught lh L'i r 
Kumeya:.iy re!:.itiYes and Labastida 
how lo make a unique pouery from 
local 1iYerbed cla\·. The\· fo1111 the . . 
pouery using the an\·il-method then 
tire it undi:r li:pee-shapi:d -;tacks or 
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the local yucc;i plant. Labastida ~aid 
it's a way for the student'.; and parenrs 
to hold on ro their culture and hope­
fu 11 y. reta in knowledge nf the 
Kumeyaay language \\·hich many Jo 
not know. 
This enthusiasm and leaching excitl' 

Dr. Doug Gi les. Moumain Empire 
School District· s inte1im Superimen­
dent. Reg:u·ding the district" s much 
publicized disenrollment of non-resi­
dent students and the ballot measure 
which grew out of that. Giles said 
he· s concerned that the st:.ire audited 
c\·ery Mountain Empire child" s record 
unlike other San Diego school dis­
tricts along the ivlexican border. 
·•.\founrain Empire ·s110uld be treated 
like other border school districts."" said 
Giles. 
But a~ the coumy· ~ largest district. 
with an area nf 660 ~qLiare miks and 
1rnly I .~00 \tLidenh. the district r> 
main\ uniqLie. Gib >aid. grinning. 
··\\.ith an area 1his large. it's not :1 
l·nincidence that\\ e ·recalled • .\foun­
tain E\-IPIRE.· Our students ha\·e an 
e\cellent nppnrruni ty to :tssume re­
,pcn~ibil ity lo karn ... 
To learn more about the KumeYaa\ 
cu rriculum or .\,lountain Empire 
School Di~ trict. contact Pamela 
Da\·hnff at .+78-522-.\.. 
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